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Tue Counci, MEETING. 


The portion of the proceedings of Council which 
we report this week commences with a discussion of 
the question—what to do with the ‘ three-years”’ 
men? It will be remembered that when the period 
of study was raised to four years, and the examina- 
tions altered accordingly, a rule provided for all the 
students who had entered college under the old con- 
ditions being examined as before. Seven years have 
passed, but a few ‘‘ three-years’’ men still remain 
who have not passed their final examination. Some 
of these students have only themselves to blame, but 
some have been unavoidably delayed by illness or 
misfortune. The difficulty of the position is that the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons has to 
conduct two sets of examinations with two 
sets of examiners so long as these ‘ three- 
years’’ men exist. Whether this adds to the 
cost of the examinations we do not know, but it cer- 
tainly prolongs them and renders the arrangements 
complex. The selection of examiners for the two 
sets of students—three years and four years men—is 
the main cause of confusion and might easily be 
altered. There can be very few “ thvee-years’” stu- 
dents now who have not reached Class ‘‘C”’ and if 
they were examined in pathology by the present ex- 
aminers and in medicine and surgery with the final 
candidates under the “ four-years’’ course no trouble 
or expense would be entailed. Without dis- 
cussing the exact legal position of such candidates, 
surely it would not be difficult for the Council to 
come to some arrangement with them, through the 
Principals of the schools, which would be satisfactory 
to all concerned. 

Finance. 


We hoped to have seen in the report some state- 
ments of the real state of the College finance, but the 
question is again postponed. The Special Finance 
Committee “ after a very careful investigation ” have 
got so far that they have appointed a small sub-com- 
mittee to go further into the We sincerely 
hope the members of this committee will not get out of 
their depth in wandering further into this deep subject. 
Otherwise we have no fear as to the result. If there 
was anything in the alarmist utterances of a few 
members of Council made six months ago we should 
certainly have seen signs of danger in the physiog- 
nomy of our respected treasurer. As yet no symp- 
tom of anxiety is visible. 


Registration. 

We are pleased to notice that this Committee has 
decided to restore the names of some individuals to 
the Register. It isa severe punishment to strike a 
man's name off the roll, but our disciplinary body is 
not without mercy, and their sentence is only one of 
Suspension when the delinquent has purged his 


Library. 

It was decided to place the generous gift of Dr. 
Fleming in a special book-case, and to mark it with 
a brass plate. We regret a new book-case was not. 
Pordered for these volumes, as the books which are to 
be displaced will find scant room on the two shelves 
which are vacant in other cases. Economy is an 
admirable thing, but the library at Red Lion Square 
is not the first place in which it might be practiced 
with advantage. The history of our library reveals 
very little else than economy strictly carried out for 
half a century. 


Notices of Motion. 


There are three notices of motion to come before 
the next meeting of Council. All ‘are controversial. 
The first proposes that no examination shall be held 
in any Class unless at least six candidates present 
themselves. It is easy to imagine a time when less 
than six three-years men will present themselves, and 
it is quite possible that in Ireland not more than five 
students in any class will be forthcoming for a year 
or two. Of course if the financial position of the 
Body Corporate is really so very bad as some would 
have us believe the examinations must be made not 
to incura loss. On the other hand, if the seven or 
eight thousand pounds invested is not rapidly dimin- 
ishing the College might go on as it is until darker 
days arrive. 

The second notice is by Mr. Dollar, who has re- 
appeared at the Council. He proposes to move that 
the fifty standing orders which were rejected some 
time since should now be accepted. We trust the 
Council will not reverse its decision without good 
cause. 

The third notice is the most important of all. It 
proposes to raise the whole question of our matricu- 
lation examination. This motion is, at any rate, 
logical. The existing arrangements are the source 
of constant trouble, and of accusations that the stu- 
dents in England and Scotland are not subject to 
examinations of equal standard. 

One of two changes is necessary—either we must 
establish a uniform examination of our own, or we 
must accept without any conditions that of the 
General Medical Council. 

When Prof. McCall’s motion comes on for con- 
sideration the Council will have to decide an impor- 
tant question, and our representatives should en- 
deavour in the meantime to thoroughly master the 
matter. 


Complaints. 


A complaint which was made in our pages was 
brought before the Council, and drew from the Presi- 
dent the remark ‘‘It seems to me very undesirable 
that we should take notice of any remarks that ap- 
pear in newspapers.” This is a little too superior. 


offence and shown himself worthy of being again 
brought within the fold. 


Parliament does; but the Board of Agriculture does 
not. 
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LAMINITIS AS A SEQUEL TO A 
NEGLECTED OVERREACH. 


The subject, a six-year-old weight carrying hunter, 
inflicted an overreach to his inner off heel, towards 
the end of last hunting season during a run. ‘ihe 
owner as far as I can make out neglected the injury, 
with the result that pus burrowed round the toe, and 
a quittor formed, The hoof appears to have been 
badly underrun and exit to the pus to have been given 
by the village blacksmith at the outer heel. Being 
in the neighbourhood the other day I was asked 
to look at the horse, which J knew well in the hunt- 
ing field, The foot showed all the typical appear- 
ances of laminitis with descent of the pedal bone and 
convexity of the sole. The quittor is still in exist- 
ence, and the animal stili lame. 

Josuua A. Nunn, Vet.-Major. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


(Continued from p. 30.) 


The SecRETARY then read the following letter from 
Mr. Frew, one of the Glasgow students :— 


“On behalf of my fellow students and myself, I beg 
most respectfully to ask if an examination under the 
three-years-course will be held at Christmas. As it is 
such a serious matter for us, we sincerely hope that 
another opportunity will be given. Awaiting your reply 
with anxiety, and hoping it may be in the affirmative, [ 
am, dear Sir, yours very truly, 

Davin Frew.” 


Mr. Mutvey; This letter was brought befure the 
Examining Committee, but it was thought that the sub- 
ject was one which ought to be dealt with by the Coun- 
cil asa whole. If the resolution of which I have given 
notice is carried at the next meeting, there will be no 
examination at Christmas under the three-years’ course. 
I for one hope that the resolution will be carried, and 
under the circumstances I do not see what reply you can 
send to Mr. Frew. 

Prof. James M’Cat: It is very hard lines for these 
men not to know for three months whether there is to 
be an examination at Christmas or not. It puts them 
in a very awkward position. In my opinion the Council 
should come to a decision on the matter at once; and I 
beg to propose that the examination be held at Christ- 
mas. 

Prof. Prrrcnarp: I do not think we are in a position 
to refuse these students the examination. It is a matter 
of contract between the pupil and the College, and we 
have no right to break our half of it : under those 
I shall second Professor M’Cail’s reso- 

ution. 

Mr. Mutvey: It isa question of the bye-laws. 
bye-law is altered which deals with the ident gi 
rid of the matter altogether. ; 

Prof. M’CALL : It-is not altered yet. 

Mr. Mutvey : It is not altered yet, but there will be 
plenty of time, and the matter will come up in October 
There will be no examination before Christmas and 
on will be plenty of time to advise the students 

Mr. Dotxar : Is it not a fact that there is a bye-law 


which deals with this question? On p. 66 of our Regis- 
ter I tind astatement to the effect that ‘“ The fore-going 
bye-laws—60 to 72 1nclusive—shall not apply to any 
student attending at a recognised veterinary College or 
schocl on or before the 30th January, 1893, but such 
student shall be subject to the old regulations which are 
set out in schedule 3.” That being the case, the con- 
tract which is understood when the student enters is an 
infinite contract, only capable of determination either 
by the voluntary retirement of a student from our exami- 
nations owing to his becoming convinced that he cannot 
ass them, or by all the students who were at the Col- 

ee before 30th January, 1893, ceasing to exist. The 

justice of that is evident when it is remembered that a 
man has to make his arrangements on the basis of the 
bye-laws which exist at the time he enters the profession. 
He begins by paying a considerable sum of money for 
his tuition, and it would be monstrous if, after he has 

spent several hundred pounds in obtaining his know- 

ledge, he should be refused examination at, say, three 

months’ notice, as seems suggested by what has fallen 

from Mr. Mulvey. If such a step is contemplated, I 

think very long notice ought to be given. 

Mr. Mutvey: I skould like to point out that notice 
was given some two years ago. 

Mr. Dottar: I accept that statement, but I should 

like to ask what was the nature of that notice. I am 
aware that a resolution of the Examination Committee 
was brought before this Council, but it was never carried 
any further, and did not become a bye-law. It was 
therefore only a pious expression of opinion on the part 
of the Examination Committee, and it was not in any 
way binding either on this Council or on the students. 
Furthermore, inasmuch as no nutice whatever was taken 
of that resolution by the Examination Committee itself 
in its subsequent dealings with the students, or by this 
Council, it is practically null and non-existent. It is 
therefore not a reply to the arguments I am bringing 
forward to say that the Council has already expressed 
its opinion on the matter. If the Council intends to dis- 
qualify these men from further attendance, and to re- 
fuse to examine those whu present themselves, it is 
necessary to give at least a year or two’s notice ; and 
even then I cannot help thinking that there would be 
some ground for dissatisfaction on their part, if not for 
legal proceedings against us, in the event of our officially 
refusing toexamine them. Probably some reasonable 
agreement can be arrived at, but that these men should 
be refused examination without any notice whatever or 
after three months notice, seems to me to be a very grave 
injustice, against which they might very reasonably enter 
the strongest possible protest. ; 
_ Mr. THatcHeEr (solicitor): That would be very just if 
it were quite correct, but the suggestion, I take it, is not 
to refuse these men examination altogether, but simply 
to change them from the three years’ course to the four 
years’s course. 

Mr. Dottar : That is really refusing them. 

Mr. THATCHER ; That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. Dotiar: I -take it that that is just as truly 
refusing them as refusing to allow them to be ex 
amined at all, because it is altering the standard 
— by an existing bye-law hay been guaranteed to 

em. 

Mr. Stmpson: The examination is practically the 
same. 

Prof. Dewar : I rise to endorse every word that has 
fallen from Mr. Dollar m connection with this subject, 
and I may point out the hardship that it inflicts .° 
students whu have not yet passed this examination. For 
example, under ordinary circumstances we should expect 
those students who have failed in one subject by, pel 
haps, a couple of marks, after three months at College 
to pass their examination at Christmas. If Mr. Mulvey’s 
motion is carried, there will be no examination at Christ 
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mas, and the students would have to join under the four 
years course, and intead of having to study for only 
three months, they will have to study two full sessions, 
and spend another £150, it may be, and lose a year 
and a half’s more time. That is the punishment it 
would inflict upon these students for not passing this 
examination. 

Mr. Stmpson : I think the difficulty which might at 
tirst appear to be a great one, namely, the notice of 
motion which has been given to amend the bye-law, 
might be got over in this way—that although the reso- 
lution might be passed at.our next meeting it need not 
come into operation immediately. A resolution of the 
Council that the alteration come into operation at a 
certain date would, I think, meet the difficulty. Under 
the circumstances I will support the proposal that these 
students be permitted to present themselves for exami- 
nation at Christmas. 

Prof. M’FapyEaNn: If any stranger had listened to 
our deiiberations on this subject I think he would have 
felt certain that there was some very serious reason why 
we should cease examining students under the three 
years’ system. As a pene, of Council I do not see 
that there is any serious reason why we should stop 
examining them. The only strong reason for discon- 
tinuing the examination would be that we were thereby 
incurring a serious loss. I think the examinations may 
be so arranged that we might continue them for the 
next half century and lose nothing. There is, I believe, 
a trifling loss incurred through the error of constituting 
a Board for examining students under the three years’ 
system not entirely out of the examiners for Class “ D,” 
but partly from that and partly from the present ex- 
aminers for Classes “B” and “C.” If we appointed as 
examiners under the three years’ system, examiners who 
are at present acting as examiners for Class “D,” we 
should lose nothing. 

Mr. Stmpson: Do they understand the subjects ? 

Prof. McFapygan : I rose chiefly to elicit from those 
who are so violently opposed to the continuation of these 
examinations, an explanation of why we should be guilty 
of inflicting the slightest hardship when we are not our- 
selves incurring any loss. Lest anybody should think 
that I am strongly interested, or that the school with 
which I am connected is strongly interested in this sub- 
ject, allow me to say that we are not. As far as I am 
aware, there is only one student of the Royal Veterinary 
College who entered under the three years’ system, and 
has not completed it. He is in class “C,” and is eligible 
for this final examination. 

Prof. James McCati: I think Prof. McFadyean has 
overlooked one point in connection with the suggestion, 
namely, that in the “C” three years’ course we require 
Six examiners, whereas in the “D” four years’ final we 
have only four examiners, and we cannot manage to 
make these four examiners take the duties of six. 

Prof. McFapyEan: In explanation I will point out 
that the great majority of students who want to present 
themselves have, I take it, passed all except the practi- 
cal—(“‘No.”)—a considerable number at any rate. I am 
quite aware that the Board to examine students for the 
final cannot entirely be made up out of class “D” 
examiners, because - Ho is the examination in patho- 
logy ; at the same time there is a distinct objection to 
having the examiners in cattle pathology, as at present, 
also officiating in the “B” examination. I am quite 
sure that if all the posts available in the final examina- 
tion under the three years’ system were filled up out of 
the examiners in class “ D,” there would be very little 
trouble in having the examination, and there would prac- 
tically be no loss to the College. 

Mr. Vitxar : Prof. McFadyean has told us that at the 
veterinary school in London there is only one student 
eligible for examination under the three years’ course. 
Can we have any information as to the number of stu- 


dents in Scotland who would be likely to present them- 
selves for examination? I understand that there are 
only a very few students left to go up for the examina- 
tion, in which case the expenses must be small. If the 
College is to err at all it should err, I think, on the right 
side, and act generously towards these men. As we are 
in the position of either making these students: or 
entirely marring their future prospects in life, as the cost 
would be so small, I propose that we examine these stu- 
dents. 

Prof. McCa.Lt: My proposition, which has been secon- 
ded by Prof. Pritchard,is that an examination be held 
at Christmas for the men referred to. 

The resolution was then put and agreed to. 


PRESENTATIONS. 


* The following presentations to the library and museunr 


were announced: Veterinary Journal for three months ; 
The Veterinarian for three months ; Annual Statistical 
and General Report of the Army Veterinary Depart- 
ment for 1899; Annual Report of Proceedings, Board of 
Agriculture, for 1899 ; Annual Report of The Imperial 
Bacteriologist, with tables etc., 1897-98 ; Canine and 
Feline Surgery ; Merck’s Manual of Materia Medica. 

A Mulberry .Calculus taken from the Bladder of a 
Shetland Pony, by Mr. Santy. 

On the motion of Mr. Wragg, seconded by Mr. Lawson, 
a vote of thanks was accorded to the donors. 


Finance CoMMITTEE. 


Mr. TricGeR, as Chairman, read the report of the 
Finance Committee and moved its adoption. 

The report stated that the vouchers and receipts for 
payments during the past quarter had been examined 
and found correct. The present liabilities amounted to 
£274 8s. 10d., which the committee recommended should 
be discharged. The report further recommended that 
the attention of the special committee then considering 
the question of finances be especially directed to the 
heavy expenses incurred at the Scotch examinations. 

Mr. Locke seconded the motion for the adoption of the 
report, which was agreed to. 


SpeciAL FInaNcE COMMITTEE. 


The SEcRETARY read the report of the special finance 
committee, which stated that after a very careful investi- 
gation of the financial position of the College it had ap- 

inted a small committee, consisting of Messrs. Barrett, 

simpson, Penberthy, Mulvey, Trigger, and Mr. Wragg, 
as treasurer ea officio, to go further into the subject. 

On the motion of Mr. Lawson, seconded by Mr. Mul- 
vey, the report was received and adopted. 


REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Simpson, as chairman, read the report of the 
Registration Committee, which stated that the solicitor 
had reported that the Veterinary Surgeons Amendment 
Bill had passed the third reading of the House of Com- 
mons, that it had passed through the Committee on Law 
without amendment, and that the next step would be to 
obtain someone to take charge of it in the House of 
Lords, the following names being suggested: Lord Bal- 
four of Burleigh, the Earl of Aberdeen, and Lord 
Strathcona. The committee desired to place on record 
its appreciation of the great services rendered by Sir 
Thomas Carmichael! in successfully conducting the Bill 
through the House of Commons, and recommended that 
a vote of thanks from the Council be passed to him. A 
letter was read from Vet.-Colonel Rayment and other 
officers of the Veterinary Department serving in South 
Africa, stating a charge against a member, and it was re- 
solved that he should be summoned to appear before the 
committee to show cause why his name shoule not be 
removed, and that the cowplainants be informed of this 
throngh Colonel Duck. The committee considered the 
application of Mr. John Howard to be restored to the 
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Register. Messrs. Lawson and Carter having given 
their personal testimony of Mr. Howard’s good behaviour, 
the committee recommended the Council to restore his 
name. Mr. Pettigrew having furnished evidence of good 
conduct in accordance with the Council’s requirements 
it was recommended that his name also be restored to 
the Register. The committee also recommended the re- 
storation of the name of Mr. Cunningham on the usual 
terms. ‘The committee had considered several cases 
against Members for advertising, and directed the usual 
undertakings to be asked for. Various cases were re- 
ferred to the Solicitor for enquiry and report at the next 
meeting. 3 

In moving the adoption of the report Mr. Simpson 
said : Ycu will notice that several noblemen are men- 
tioned in the report as being suitable for taking charge 
of the Veterinary Surgeons Amendment Bill. Since the 
report was written a letter has been received in which it 
has been suggested that Lord Ribblesdale, a nobleman 
who takes a very great interest in the veterinary pro- 
fession, should take charge of the Bills it passes through 
the House of Lords. : 

Mr. Mutvey seconded the motion; 

The report, with a verbal amentnal was then put and 
adopted. 

EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. MULvey, as chairman, read the report of the 
Examination Committee and moved its reception and 
adoption. 

The report stated that the Secretary was instructed to 
inform Messrs. Sykes and Souter that there would be an 
examination for the practical three years’ course “C” 
next July, and that Mr. Richardson, who had asked to 
be allowed to come up in July, was referred to bye-law 
68. Mr. Richardson had since written to say that he 
would prefer to present himself at Christmas if there 
should be an examination. It was decided that Mr. 
Herne should be supplied with a copy of the marks ob- 
tained by his son at the Mav examination in Scotland ; 
and that a letter from Mr. Frew asking if there would 
be an examination under the three years’ course, be re- 
ferred to the Council. The Secretary was instructed to 
inform Mr, Olivera that the paper submitted would not 
entitle him to registration as a veterinary student, and to 
send him a list of the examining bodies recognised by 
the College. The committee had very carefully con- 
sidered the subject of Prof. Dewar’s motion made at the 

revious meeting of Couacil, and after a somewhat 
engthy discussion recommended that the subject be de- 
ferred until the next meeting of the Examination Com- 
mittee. The whole of the students’ certificates were 
carefully considered by the committee and, with the ex- 
ception of two, were accepted. 

Mr. WkaGG seconded the motion for the adoption of 
the report, which was agreed to. 


LIBRARY COMMITTEE. 


The Secretary read the report of the Library Com- 
mittee, which recommended that the book-case ‘on the 
right-hand side ef the library be devoted to books pre- 
sented by Dr. George Fleming, and that a brass plate be 
placed thereon indicating from whom they were received 
and that the books at present in the case be distributed 
in the other cases in the library. 

On the motion of Mr. Fraser, seconded by Mr. Mason 
the motion for the adoption of the report was agreed to. : 


RepPoRTS FROM THE Court oF EXAMINERS OF THE 
May EXAMINATIONS IN SCOTLAND. 


On the motion of Prof. Pritchard, the r 
Court of Examiners was taken as read. Sport of the 


REPORTS FROM THE EXAMINERS AND DELEGATES. 


Mr. Munvey: The usual course has been t 
: TI o refer th 
reports of the examiners and all questions connected with 


the examinations to the Examination Committee. Ac- 
cordingly I beg to move that. 


Mr. Srwpson seconded the motion which was 


agreed to. 


ApPpoINTMENT OF COMMITTEES. 


The following committees were then appointed : 


President and Member o7 all Committees. 


A. C. COPE. 
Registration Committee. 

Mr. Abson Prof. McCall 
Barrett McCall 
Bower Mr. Mulvey 
Byrne Prof. Penberth 
Carter Pritchar 
Dollar Mr. Simpson 

Prof. Edgar Trigger 

Mr. Fraser 

Hartley Prof. W. O. Williams 

| Lawson Mr. Winter 

Mason Wragg 
Examination Committee. 

Mr. Allen Prof. McI. McCall 
Barrett Mr. Mulvey 
Carter Prof. Penberthy 

Prof. Dewar Pritchard 

Col. Duck Mr. Simpson 

Prof. Edgar Villar 

Col. J. D. Lambert Winter 

Mr. Locke Prof. W. O. Williams 

Prof. J. McFadyean Mr. Wragg 

McCall 


Parliamentary and General Purposes 


Committee. 

Mr. Allen Prof. McI. McCall 
Barrett McFadyean 
Bower Mr. Mulvey 
Byrne Prof. Penberthy 

Col. Duck Mr. Simpson 

Mr. Dollar Trigger 

Prof. Edgar Villar 

Mr. Fraser Wartnab 
Hartley Prof. W. O. Williams 
Mason Mr. Winter 


Prof. McCall 


Wragg 


Finance Committee. 


Mr. Allen Mr. Mason 
Abson Mulvey 
Barrett | Prof. Penberthy 
Bower Mr. Simpson 
Dollar Trigger 

Prof. Edgar Villar 

Mr. Fraser Wartnaby 
Lawson Wragg 
Locke 

Library and Museum Committee. 

Mr. Allen Mr. Hartley 
Barrett Prof. McFadyean 
Bower Mr. Mulvey 
Carter Prof. Penberthy 
Dollar . Mr. Wragg 


Prof. Edgar 


Publication Committee. 


Mr. Barrett Mr. Mulvey 
Dollar Prof. Penberthy 

Prof. Edgar Mr. Simpson 

Mr. Fraser illar 

Prof. McCall Prof. W. O. Williams 
Mcl. MeCall Mr. Wragg 
McFadyean 
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ELECTION OF AUDITORS. 


On the motion of Mr. Wragg, seconded by Mr. Mulvey, 
Messrs. Warner and Woodger were re-elected as auditors 


for the ensuing year. 
MemoriaL EXAMINATION. 


Prof. Dewar: I beg to pore that the Walley 
Memorial Examination be held on Friday, 5th October. 
Mr. Mason seconded the motion, which was agreed to. 


Dates oF CounctL MEETINGS. 


The dates for the future Council meetings were fixed 
as follows: October 9th and 10th, January 10th and 
11th, and the second Thursday and Friday in April and 
July next year. 

Dates oF EXAMINATIONS. 


On the motion of Prof. Dewar, seconded by Mr. 
Mason, it was resolved that the Christmas written exam- 
ination in England and Scotland he held on Friday, 
December 14th.” 

Prof. Dewar moved “That the oral and practical 
examination at the London College commence on Mon- 
day, December 17th.” 

Professor McFapyEAN seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

Prof. Dewar moved “ That the written examination 
in May in Scotland be held on Friday, May 17th, 1901, 
and that the Oral and Practical examination begin on 
Tuesday, the 21st.” 

On the motion of Prof. McFadyean, seconded by Mr 
Mason, it was resolved that the July written examina- 
tion be held on Friday, 12th July, and that the Oral 
and Practical examination begin in London on Tuesday, 
the 16th July. 

Mr. Mutvey: I should like to move “That it be an 
instruction to the Secretary to secure rooms for the writ- 
ten examination early.” This year in consequence of the 
rvoms not being secured at an early date, the date of the 
+ aiaaceaas had to be altered, which is contrary to bye- 

aw. 

Mr. Srmpson seconded the motion, 
agreed to. 


which was 


FELLOWSHIP EXAMINATION. 


_ The Presipenrt: We now have to appoint an exam- 
iner for the Fellowship Degree in the place of Prof. W. 
Duguid, deceased. The gentlemen nominated are Mr. J. 
Malcolm, Prof. E. Shave, and Mr. R. Moore. 


The ballot was then taken with the following result : 


Mr. J. Malcolm 11. 
Professor Shave 8. 
Mr. R. Moore 2 


The Prestpent : I declare Mr. Malcolm to be duly 
elected. 
Notices or Motion 


. Mr. TRIGGER handed in the following notice of motion : 
No examination shall be held in any class at any cen- 
tre unless at least six candidates are eligible and pre- 
sent themselves for the examinations to be held at such 
centre.” 
: Mr. Do.iar gave notice that at the next meeting of 
Council he should ane certain Standing Orders, 
fifty a number, for the regulation of meetings of 
ouncil. 
Prof. James McCatu said he should bring forward 
the following notice at the next meeting of Council : 
That the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons make arrangements to conduct a special pre- 
educational examination for veterinary 
ents. 


VoTInG PAPERs. 
Mr. Carter : If I am in order I would like to call the 
the attention of this Council to a letter which appeared 
in The Veterinary Record on the 23rd June from Mr. 


Ironside, M.R.C.V.S., of Nairn. He complains that he 
has lived for over fifteen years at his present address in 
Nairn, and that generally he received his voting papers 
on the day after they should have been delivered in at 
Red Lion Square. There must be some reason for this. 
There is also another complaint from this gentleman. 
Mr. Ironside this year received no voting papers, nor yet 
any annual report. There is also a complaint from 
another gentleman of not having received a voting paper, 
I believe he applied in the orthodox fashion to the Col- 
lege to have one sent, and the answer sent to him was 
that a voting paper had been sent to him. The request 
for the second one was refused. 

Mr. Mason: A second one was refused ? 

Mr. Carter: Yes. I think that this should not be. 
There is no object in refusing a second voting paper to 
anyone—(“ Oh, oh.”) I should like to ask our Secretary 
for an explanation, 

The Secretary (Mr. Hill): The gentleman you men- 
tien is Mr. Ironside. I have had two letters from him 
with regard to his not having received his voting papers. 
I looked it up, and I found that at half past three on a 
Thursday afternoon all the voting papers were posted. [ 
myself called over every name in the book with the clerk 
downstairs, and saw them al! posted, counting every one, 
and received a separate receipt from the post office 
authorities. I explained to Mr. [ronside that [ had sent 
his papers, and he seemed tairly satisfied with my ex- 

lanation. Ina case of a member resident abroad, and 
has come over since, I am not allowed to issue a second 
voting paper. 

Mr. Dotuar: May I point out that we have no formal 
complaint at the present time before this Council. The 
business-like way to make a complaint would be to write 
a letter to this Council and to enclose with it the cover- 
ing envelope, which will bear a stamp stating not only 
the date on which the letter was posted, but will also 
show the hour and place from which it went off. There 
could then be no further question as to whether our 
officials had properly carried out their duties. But 
in the absence of such evidence I scarcely think it 
is relevant for this Council to go into the question. 

Mr. Mutvey: May I ask a question, sir, bearing 
on this subject? I want to ask the Secretary what 
number of letters he received returned through the 
Dead Letter Office as not having been delivered ? 

The Secretary : [ have no recollection of any. 

Mr. Mutvey: You received none? Howdo you keep 
your Register right ? If there were no letters received 
through the Dead Letter Office do you assume that 
they were all delivered ? Had they all penny stamps on ? 

The Secretary : No, not one. 

Mr. Mutvey: The Post Office authorities do not 
return letters with halfpenny stamps on. Under 
these circumstances your Register will get into a proper 
muddle. 

The Secretary ; This is the first occasion that the 
voting papers have gone ont with halfpenny stamps. 

Mr. Saeten: Your Register must be very seriously 
wrong. 

Mr. Wraae : I beg to move that this Council instruct 
the Finance Committee to enquire into the circum- 
stances which are are called attention to in that letter 
to The Record of a gentleman not receiving his voting 
papers. 

Mr. Mutvey: I second that. 

Mr. Fraser: Is there anything in the nature of a 
complaint before us ? 

“5 Wraae: Mr. Carter has brought a comp!aint for- 
ward. 

Mr. Carter: From last week’s Record I take the 
complaint to be general. 

The Secretary : I have written to Mr. Ironside ex- 
plaining the matter to him. 

Mr. Wrace: I quite agree with Mr. Carter. I 
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read that letter, and intended to bring it before the 
Finance Committee this morning, but it slipped my 
memory. 
The PrestpENt: It seems to me to be very undesir- 
able that we should take notice of any remarks that 
appear in newspapers. If a member feels himself ag- 
grieved in any way his proper course is to write direct to 
the Council The Council will then consider his com- 
plaint, and send him such a reply as is fitting and be- 
coming. If we were to take notice of all the remarks 
which are made about us in different newspapers we 
should have a very poor estimation of ourselves. If this 
gentleman has a complaint to make he should bring it 
forward, and then we could take the matter up and en- 
uire into it in the manner in which my friend suggests. 
te however, you prefer it I wiil put _the motion that 
the matter be enquired into by the Finance Committee. 
Mr. Apson : No, we are satisfied. , 
Mr. Mutver: What about the remarks I made with 
regards to letters and the annual reports being sent out 
in that way? That is the only way in which the Regis- 
trar is able to keep the Register in order—he gets back 
so many letters every year from the Dead Letter Office. 
‘This year he tells us that he had none, and the reason is 
obvious on the face of it, viz., that there were only half- 
penny stamps put on. It ought to be the subject of an 
enquiry. 

Mr. TRIGGER : I move that the question be referred to 
the Publication Committee. 

Mr. Simpson : I think the Finance Committee would 
be the better committee to refer the matter to. 

Mr. TricGer : Very well, let the matter be referred 
to the Finance Committee. 

Mr. Mutvey : [ will second that. 

Mr. Wraac : Two years ago there were 80 returns. I 
counted them. 

Mr. Carter: I casually went through the Register 
coming down in the train yesterday, and I am positive I 
found 20 or 30 wrong addresses. I have the names 
downstairs. 

The Secretary : [| shall be very glad if you will let 
me have the addresses. The correction of the Register 
is a year’s work. We have had to pay for 2,000 revisions 
for Ireland aione during the past year. I shall be glad 
to receive any alterations. 

The Prestpent : It is proposed that the subject be re- 
ferred to the Finance Committee. 

The resolution was put and agreed to. 

Mr. Apson : I beg to propose a hearty vote of thanks 
to our President for his conduct in the chair. 

Mr. Mutvey seconded the motion, which was 
agreed to. 

The PrestpeNt: Gentlemen, I beg to thank you 
That concludes the business of the meeting. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


REPORT ON INSPECTION OF COWS IN THE 
GILLINGHAM URBAN DISTRICT. 
By James Irvine Smiru, M.R.C.V.S. 


_ The examination was carried out in accordance with 
instructions received, and in bringing the results under 
the notice of the committee I venture to put forward a 
few facts which will tend to assist them in drawing their 
le recent order of the Local Governmen é 

provides that the word “disease” in the Dairies — 
sheds and Milkshops’ Order of 1885 shall include in the 
case of a cow such disease of the udder as shall be certi- 
fied by a veterinary surgeon to be tubercular. It will, 


therefore, be seen that the question of the occurrence of 
tuberculosis in the udder of milk cows, is one of great 
sanitary importance. Researches into the bacilliary 
nature and communicability of tubercle of the udder 
have absolutely demonstrated that the consumption of 
milk from udders so affected must be looked upon as 
fraught with great danger, for such contamina milk 
will transmit the disease to the human subject provided 
favourable circumstances exist. And again, when we 
reflect that milk enters largely into the diet of young 
people, is, indeed the chief aliment of children and in- 
fants, in short, a food upon which they mainly rely for 
their sustenance ; the question of acquiring disease in 
this way and especially such a malady as tuberculvsis 
becomes one of the gravest moment. Such milk is not 
only deficient in quality, which alone would render it an 
objectionable article of diet, but contains a dangerous 
infective property. Statistics show that the high mor- 
tality amongst children is due to tubercular disease of 
the abdominal glands, thus pointing to the intestines as 
the channel by which the organic poison makes its way 
into the body. These facts bring about the reasonable 
conclusion that milk is a source of tubercular 
infection. 

The total number of cows inspected was 341. The 
total number with diseased udders 88. 

The number of diseased udders is made up as under : 

Clinical tuberculosis of udder 
Suspicious cases 8 


Acute Mastitis = . 59 
Other abnormalities, injuries, 
deformities, eruptions, etc. 15 


The six animals referred to as having clinical tubercu- 
losis of the udder all constituted dangerous centres of 
infection, and had been in the possession of their owners 
for several months. Three have already been slaugh- 
tered, and the owners of the remaining animals have 
undertaken to slaughter at an early date. In the mean- 
time the sale of milk from those cattle is stopped. The 
percentage, I may state, works out much higher than 
that of recent investigations elsewhere. It has been esti- 
mated by the various authorities that udders are affected 
with this disease to the extent of one per cent. 

The animals classified as suspicious must be regarded 
as such, until further investigation determines them to 
be otherwise. 

The animals referred to as affected with acute mastitis, 
owing to the impossibility to detect tubercular lesions 
through large masses of inflamed gland tissue, must also 
be regarded with suspicion until periodical inspection 
determines otherwise. 

The animals referred to under the heading of other 
abnormalities, etc., are comparatively harmless. 

In looking over the laboratory reports from the Clini- 
cal Research Association, I confess they have produced 
a profound impression upon my mind. I have before 
me now the reports on six samples'of milk from the 
home dairies, and all are condemned, with one exception, 
as unfit for human consumption. These reports also 
draw attention to the large quantities of inflammatory 
products present. Showing, if my interpretation is cor 
rect and I have no reason to think otherwise, that milk 
from those fifty-nine animals suffering from acute mas 
titis is being mixed with saleable milk. The question 
here arises how are these conditions to be counteracted! 
At present the amount of trust placed in the hands of 
hired servants is great, and there always exists the poss: 
bility of gross carelessness on their part. I am inclio 
to account for the presence of these products in that 
way. The quantity of milk from a quarter so affected is 
very small, and the inflamed condition can be noted by 
the most casual observer. But even this excuse will not 
exempt the owners from blame. Dairymen are resP0l 
sible for the actions of their servants, and it should 
impressed upon them the necessity of warning their se 
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vants against mixing such contaminated milk with sale- 
able milk. After fair warning failure to comply with 
these requests and any other reasonable suggestions 
thrown out, should mean infliction of a penalty, such as 
withdrawal of license. 
In my desire to keep within the meaning of the Act it 
will be noticed I have not thought fit to enter into the 
subject of tuberculosis of any part other than the udder. 
Although, I am aware that it is of vast importance, not 
only to the stock owner but to the health of the com- 
munity. However, in passing I may mention that all 
discharges coming from animals affected with tubercu- 
losis of the lungs or intestines, when dry, may become 
disseminated throughout the shed, and thus gain en- 
trance into the milk, hence the importance attached to 
rigid cleanliness not only of the cowsheds but of persons 


attending and milking cows. 


Another point of consideration is the supply of milk 
coming from outside sources. This supply fortunately 
is small. If dairymen within the district are to be sub- 


jected to supervision, it will be only meting out justice, 


and will ensure safety to the community, to have these 
‘sheds supplying such milk subjected to the same super- 


vision, or as an alternative, request them to forward at 


regular intervals a veterinary certificate, worded to the 
Satisfaction of the committee, and showing a table similar 
to that on sheet 1. 

Taking the favourable situation of this district into 
account, and also the supply of milk being almost exclu- 
‘sively obtained from within it is*no difficult matter to 
predict that by the regular inspection of all cattle and 
sheds, in the near future the inhabitants will be the 
recipients of not only tubercle free milk, but also the 
nearest possible approach to “pure” milk. Of course it 
must be borne in mind that milk cattle are frequentl 
changing hands, and a few months hence probably half 
the cattle now in the district will have gone and will be 
replaced by others. 


THE PART PLAYED BY “IMMUNITY” AND 
“RESISTANCE” IN THE SPREAIL OF DISEASE. 
By Hersert E. DurHam, Grocers’ Ressach Scholar. 
(A paper read before the Epidemiological Society.) 


It may be laid down as an axiom that persons or 
‘animals which are harbouring the specific organisms of 
diseases affecting human beings are to be regarded as 
dangerous to the community. It may be likewise de- 
duced that if such individuals are actually suffering from 
typical attacks of a given disease, they are more likely to 
be dealt with as such, than if they are suffering from un- 
recognisable or unrecognised forms of the disease, and 
still more than those that are not suffering at all, al- 
though more or less infested with the causative agent of 
the disease. 

In comparatively recent decades there was an opti- 
mistic belief that the “specific infective maladies were 
characterised by very detinite adherence to type” ; for it 
Was not appreciated that a given infective agent might 
cause extremely different symptoms according to the 
nature of the individual infection. To take an example : 
an organism like the pneumococcus may give rise to a 
typical pneumonia, to an empyema, to an acute cerebro- 
Spinal meningitis, or to an acute osteomyelitis, or toa 
purulent peritonitis ; whilst each of these may demand 
— forms of clinical treatment, yet so far as concerns 
their actual etiology, they are one and the same disease. 
But, besides such differences, which are due to varied 
manner of manifestation, we have to recognise variations 
in Intensity of attack. The intensity of attack depends 
upon two main factors, both of which are variable 
according to laws of which we have as yet but little 


knowledge. One of these factors is the variation in re- 
sistance of the host, the other is the variation of the in- 
fective agent ; the latter may vary in its infective or re- 
sisting power, or in its power of poison-production, or 
again, in both of these. 

At present we are concerned with the variations in re- 
ceptivity of the host ; and with our scanty knowledge of 
the laws which govern the variations of the parasite, this 
side of the question may be left alone. It is well known 
that different individuals, varieties, and species vary con- 
siderably in their susceptibility to virulent organisms— 
they may be more or less refractory by nature, or they 
may have acquired a specific imn.unity, either by reason 
of the direct action of the agent upon them, or by reason 
of transmission of such acquired immunity in some degree 
bse _ mother (the transmission of the agent may also 

appen). 

n any case, whether the proneness to resist infection 
be due to a non-specific resistance or to a specific immun- 
ity, it must be remembered that their powers are limited. 
We know of no instance of either a naturally refractory 
animal, or of an artificially specifically immunised one, 
which is proof against the introduction of a sufficient 
amount of a sufficiently virulent material. 

We may distinguish three classes of individuals for 
present purposes :—- 

1. Those who have recently had attacks and are con- 
sidered recovered ; here, in so far as their recovery is due 
to specific reaction against the cause, their recovery or 
resistance to continuance of the malady is of specific 
nature. 

2. Those who have had attacks at more remote periods 
but who have retained sufficient specific antagonism to 
resist illness when exposed to possible infection ; here the 
mechanism is specific. 

3. Those who have never suffered from an attack, so 
far as can be ascertained. (f these subdivisions must be 
made : (a) those who have entirely escaped the influence 
of the infecting agent, non-specific ; (4) those who have 
passed through unrecognised or unrecognisable attacks, 
specific ; and (c) those to whom some specific immunity 
has been transmitted (not truly inherited from) by the 
mother, who herself may belong to either of the classes 
given. 

Individuals (both man and lower animals) may be car- 
riers of the given infecting agent, to whichever of the 
classes they may belong. 

In respect to class 1, it must not be assumed that when 
an individual has apparently recovered he has necessarily 
ceased to harbour the infective agent. Infective agents 
will be of greater importance if they are carried on the 
surface, or passed in excretions, than if they are confined 
to latent foci within his system. In the case of diphtheria, 
it is well known that B. diphtheria may persist about the 
upper air passages for months after apparent recovery 
from an illness. In enteric fever cases, the bacillus typhi 
abdominalis may persist in the urine for considerable 

riods (Petruschky, Horton Smith). In plague, cases 

ave been described where #. pestis continued in the 
sputum 30 to 48 days after the complete cessation of 
fever, and when the diphtheria patients were apparently 
well (Gottschlich). The bacilli thus found were proved 
to be fully virulent for guinea-pigs. 

It will probably be admitted that in such cases an in- 
dividual, though apparently well restored to health, may 
really be a danger to his fellows. 

As an instance of refractory animals retaining infecting 
agents, some experiments with the micrococcus melitensis 
may be cited. Guinea-pigs are comparatively refracto 
to this organism ; of a number of these animals whic 
were infected, some died at considerable periods after the 
injection, the longest survivals were seventy-four and 
ninety-four days ; in both of these the presence of the 
coccus was determined in certain of the organs as well as 
in the urine. Other animals which survived four, six, 
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eight, and ten months were killed, and cultures were 
made to see whether the coccus was still present. In all 
of the cases the coceus was found, generally abundantly, 
in the urine. 

(a) Killed after four months ; growth only from kidney 
and urine. 

(}) Killed after six months, large piece of spleen and 
loopful of urine both gave growth ; other organs m/. 

(c) Killed after eight months ; growth from local case- 
ous nodule, kidney (large piece), spleen (loop), femoral 
marrow (all from one femur), and urine (one drop). 

(d). Killed after ten months ; growth from two drops 
urine; organs (both large pieces and single loops remained 
sterile). 

These observations are not without interest in show- 
ing with what tenacity an organism may remain In the 
urine of an animal* and be diffused by it. (It may be 
noted that no case of “laboratory infection” occurred 
during the course of these observations). 

From this we may pass to diphtheria. It has 
been found by a number of observers that 
the blood-serum of some untreated horses (“ nor- 
mal”) possessed a more or less considerable quantity 
of a substance which had the power of neutralising 
diphtheria toxin; the most carefully worked-out 
cases are those of Dr. Cobbett, who showed that the 
relations of the neutralising substance with different 
diphtheria filtrates agreed with those possessed by proper 
antitoxin of diphtheria; and that so far as present 
methods go, there was no doubt that the substance in 
question was truly diphtheria antitoxin. At the same 
time it must be stated that a very considerable number 
of horses have been tested, and shown to possess no 
appreciable neutralising power whatever in their serum. 

he presence of the antitoxin is therefore no normal 
condition of the horse, and the inference is that it is an 
acquired character. It may be doubted whether such a 
character can be acquired without the presence and 
action of the diphtheria bacillus or its products. Horses, 
I believe, are not known to be affected with diphtheria 
as such; but it does not follow that they may not harbour 
the bacillus at times in such a way as to engender the 
production of true antitoxin. 

Whatever interpretation may be placed upon these 
data, the possibility of the horse acting as a dissemi- 
nator of diphtheria cannot be entirely excluded. 

From these considerations we are led to deal with the 
presence of apparently virulent diphtheria bacilli in the 
throats of persons who are not suffering from manifest 
illness, and the presence of neutralising power of the 
blood-serum (for diphtheria toxin) of persons who are 
not known to have had diphtheria. 

Many observers have recorded instances where diph- 
theria bacilli have been demonstrated in the throats of 
persons not suffering from the malady ; several of these 
were, more or less, in attendance upon diphtheria 

atients. The serum of persons who had not suffered 
rom diphtheria have been examined by a number of 
observers : Wassermann found that of serum taken from 
thirty-four adults, as many as twenty-eight showed defi- 
nite power of neutralising diphtheria toxin ; in most of 
the cases lc.c, of the serum was able to neutralise ten 
fatal doses when given in mixture; in the remaining 
cases no neutralising power could be found. He also 
examined seventeen children of 14-11 years of age ; four 
of these had no neutralising power, and in two there was 
delay in the time of death of the guinea-pigs, when, as 
before, ten fatal doses were given with the serum : the 
remaining eleven showed strong neutralising power 
Fisch] and Wiinschheim also found neutralising power 
In sixty-eight out of eighty-two samples of serum ob- 
tained through the umbilical cord from placente (i.., 


* Birt and Lamb failed to find the mi 3 
urine of the human cases examined by 


blood of the child); in some instances lc.c. was able: 


to neutralise twenty fatal doses of diphtheria toxin. 
Perhaps the most interesting investigation of this sort 
is that of Loos, who examined the blood-serum of a 
number of children. One of these was tested, and found 
to have little or no neutralising power ; later, it became 


affected with diphtheria, and was again examined on 


two occasions : fifteen and sixty days after the illness. 
In both of these samples, antitoxic action was found— 
more markedly, however, at the second examination. 
Two other cases failed to show action during the course 
of diphtheria ; but examination after recovery showed 
that they, too, had acquired it. Lastly, in two children 
who were healthy, but in whose throats virulent cul- 
tures of diphtheria bacilli were obtained, strong anti- 
toxic property was discovered in the serum. Such modes 
of inquiry are worthy of further study, especially in cases 
where healthy individuals are found to harbouring. 
true diphtheria bacilli. In the children’s portion of the 
Charité Hospital in Berlin, there had been frequent out- 
breaks of diphtheria ; it was consequently decided to 
make routine prophylactic injections (two hundred im- 
munisation units every three weeks). During a_ period 
of tive months (Slawyk), observations were made upon 
one hundred children. In twenty-four instances, diph- 
theria bacilli were found in the throat without any — 
toms accompanying their presence ; in four cases diph- 
theria occurred. In respect to these, it is stated that, 
for certain reasons, prophylactic injections had not been 
properly carried out. It is not possible to be certain 
whether the twenty-four children, or some of them, 
would have escaped illness notwithstanding the bacilli,. 
if the serum had not been given ; moreover, their serum 
was not tested for neutralising properties. Still, it is 
not impossible that the occurrence of the malady in the 
wards may have sometimes been spread from such indivi- 
duals amongst whom the presence of diphtheria bacilli 
had not been suspected. When an individual has a con- 
siderable degree of natural resistance (as in the case of 
the rat), or acquired immunity; either passive by serum 
or active by absorption of bacillary products, it certainly 
is an advantage to the individual] ; bat, in so far as he 
may unsuspectedly carry about virulent diphtheria 
rt his peculiarity may be disadvantageous for his 
ellows. 


THE SALE OF THE FLESH OF TUBERCULOUS 
CATTLE FOR HUMAN FOOD. 


By Henry E. Armstronc, D.Hy., Medical Officer of 
Health of Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 


Read before the Northern Branch of the Incorporated 
Society of Medical Officers of Health, May, 1900. 


Has a butcher the right to sell the flesh of a tubercu- 
lous animal for human food? The occurrence in Lon- 
don within the last week or two of a prominent case—in 
which a certain firm not only claimed, but were conced 
this right, after the detention of a carcass of beef by the 
officers of the sanitary authority—marks the acute stage 
a} which the conflict between purveyors of meat and the 
official protectors of its consumers has arrived on this 
always important question. The statement of the case 
as published by the firm (the medical officer of health 
whose action is described has not yet, I believe, issu 
his reply) raises many points strikingly illustrative ° 
the question at large, and therefore claiming the serious 
attention of all medical officers of health and meat in- 
spectors, asit is probable that the example above indl: 
cated will be followed by other firms and_ butchers 
associations throughout the country. ; 

With regard to the position of the meat trade in the 
matter of tubercuiosis, I wish to say at the outset that 
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my sympathies are to a considerable extent with the 
butcher, from the fact that the cattle he buys as sound 
may, on slaughter, turn out to be diseased, and, through 
no fault of his, have to be destroyed, to his loss. The 


-customs of the trade also, supported occasionally, per- 


haps, by official indecision or laxity, may have tended to 
encourage the idea that a little tubercle is of no great 


consequence. Not unnaturally, therefore, the owner of 


a carcass of meat affected with what he may have been 
told is a mild or localized ailment, objects to its entire 


destruction. 


But, whilst fully appreciating the difficulties of the 
‘butcher’s position as relates to tuberculous meat, it must 
mot be forgotten that he can always safeguard himself by 
purchasing subject to the meat being “passed” after 
slaughter. By doing so he would compel stock-breeders 
totake steps for stamping out the disease from their 
iherds. This matter has not yet received the attention 
its importance merits. It is also open to him to pro- 
‘tect himself, as many butchers do, by insurance. 

Let us now turn to the proper subject of this paper. 
\Purveyors of meat appear to think, and, indeed, freely 
affirm, that the medical officer of health or inspector who 
.causes the seizure of an entire carcass of beef on account 
.of tubercle in only one part or organ is actin 
wrongly. This idea is based on failure, on the part of 
the trade, to distinguish between the disease and its 
‘manifestations. In the case in question, as in general, 
the butchers and their well known veterinary advisers 
.confound tubercle with tuberculosis. The danger from 
the flesh of a tuberculous ox lies not only in the fixed 
‘tubercles, but in the free bacilli which gave rise to them, 
and of whose invisible presence they are the tangible 

roof. These organisms, circulating in the fluids of the 
‘body—and not the tubercles only—constitute the disease, 
which, like other zymotic diseases, has its period of incu- 
‘bation before the occurrence of the characteristic lesions 
‘rendering it recognisable to the naked eye. The univer- 
‘sality of these organisms or their products in the 
-diseased animal! is proved by the tuberculin test, or by 
the feeding of other animals with the juice from the 
apparently unaffected flesh, or by inoculating them with 
‘the juice expressed from it.* 

The appearance of tubercle in the tissues and organs 
affords no evidence of the departure of the bacilli from 
the fluids of the body, any more than the eruption of 
small-pox or typhus fever on the skin is evidence of the 
-disappearance of infection from the interior. Tubercu- 
losis, the disease, is always general ; tubercle, the symp- 
tom, on the other hand, is always localised. To affirm, 
_as do the veterinary experts in the case in question, that 
tuberculosis is “localised” when lungs, bronchial glands, 
liver, and mesenteric lymphatic glands are what one 
of these gentlemen terms “ slightly affected” is 
_absurd. 

When, as in the above instance, several parts are 
charged with tubercle, the absence of that pathological 
product from the rest of the carcass cannot be positively 
affirmed without minute dissection of the flesh ; neither 
‘Can any statement as to the absence of tuberculosis 
from the muscles, etc., be justifiable without an exhaus- 
tive bacterial examination or inoculation tests with the 
fluids. Yet, apparently without any such inquiry, the 
veterinary professors in this case, whilst admitting the 
ponsees of tuberculosis in some of the viscera, did not 

esitate to assert that the disease was “ absolutely 
localised ” (or, in other words, confined to these organs), 
and that the rest of the carcase was “in prime con- 
dition.” 

Visible tubercles are never so universally distributed 
throughout the body that no particle of it is free from 
them ; hence it goes without saying they are always 


* Experiments of Dr. Sidney Martin (Royal Commission 
-on Tuberculosis, 1895) and several other authorities. 


localized to the parts where they occur. But if we are 
to be guided in practice by the doctrine of localization, 
we shall never condemn more than these parts, no matter 
how numerous the tubercles ; and in course of time may 
be told we are going too far in doing this, seeing that 
thorough cooking of the flesh kills the bacilli ! 

Whatever the views of veterinarians or butchers, we 
may be sure the public will not regard the meat of a 
tuberculous animal as healthy, any more than they will 
regard any part of a consumptive person as free from 
disease ; nor will the consumer willingly pay for such as 
sound meat. The sale of it without declaration as to its 
real nature is a fraud. 

The responsibity of medical officers of health and meat 
inspectors is greatly increased by the effect of the heavy 
consequential expense in which they may by their action 
involve their sanitary authorities. The Report of the 
Royal Commissicn on Tuberculosis is by no means a 
universal guide as to the conditions under which a car- 
cass should or should not be condemned. The rules 
there laid down, although calculated to stimulate a lax 
officer, are of but little help to others, as they are neither 
pathologically satisfactory, legally authoritative, or even 
generally applicable to the great majority of everyday 
cases. 

The medical officer of health may, in passing, be re- 
minded that it is his duty to satisfy his authority, and 
not necessarily the meat trade, by his action. In this 
respect he holds a different position to the veterinary sur- 
geon, whose duty is to satisfy his client. The medical 
officer of health will often do well to reserve for his 
authority all explanation or justification of his pro- 
cedure. In dealing with tuberculous meat, as he may at 
any time, and on very short notice, be called on to do— 
whether he rejects the nauseous doctrine of localization 
or otherwise, he should, as far as possible, make up his 
mind beforehand as to where he will draw the line be- 
tween “pass” and “seizure,” and, having done so, 
eae to act with decision and firmness. He should 

e fully prepared for the possible consequences of his 
action, which, whatever it may be, he must bear in 
mind concerns the public, the sanitary authority, and 
the trade. He should hesitate before Be led a the 
customs of the butchers, which, in so far as they are 
dictated by commercial instincts, tend to make his duty 
harder to do. 

In practice the medical officer of health is brought 
much into communication with the members of the 
veterinary profession, with whom it is to the general 
interest that he should work on cordial terms. Such a 
relationship is as necessary in its own way as that which, 
in matters affecting human diseases, exists between his 
medical brethren and himself. The opinion of the 
veterinary surgeon as regards the diseases of animals— 
which is, of course, paramount—is often of the greatest 
value to the medical officer of health. But there the 
function of the veterinary surgeon in public health work 
ends. It is for the medical officer of health to say what 
is and what is not fit for human food. That has been 
my practice during a long official life, in which my 
association with the members of the sister profession in 
the North of England has been invariably harmonious 
and helpful. This satisfactory experience is, I think, 
largely due to the fact that both they and I have kept 
our proper positions in relation to each other. 

In conclusion, the following practical suggestions are 
offered, in the hope of their being acceptable to younger 
medical officers of health. 

When called on to deal with butcher’s meat, make 
your examination quite complete before forming your 
opinion. Avail yourself of all the information you can 
oe veterinary surgeons, butchers, or inspectors. 

eigh carefully the consequences, to both sides, of your 
decision. Make your judgment carefully and deliberate- 


ly, express it clearly and decidedly, and adhere to it 


4 
| 
| 
| 
q 
| 
JUS 
ro | 
ated | 
| 
—in | 
‘the 
[the 
this 
ase 
alth 
ued 
of 
ous 
ndi- 
ers —_ 
J 
hat | 


42 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Fuly 21, 


firmly. When in doubt as to seizure or otherwise, con- 
sult, if possible, a medical officer of health of greater 
experience than yourself, bearing in mind that your 
consultant may also have to be your witness. In view 
of opposition in Court, it is well to know several wit- 
nesses of weight, on whose uvpinion and testimony in 
support of your action you can rely. ehh 

Condemnation of a carcass does not necessarily imply 
seizure and carrying of it before a magistrate. Seeing 
the unsettled state of the question of the sale of tuber- 
culous meat, destruction of it by the owner's consent 
will often, under existing circumstances, be sufficient. In 
such cases care should always be taken to obtain that 
consent in writing. 


A discussion followed, and the following resolution 
was unanimously adopted : 

“That the Council of the Society be requested to 
inquire of the Branches as to how far they approve of 
the instructions issued by the Local Government 
Board for the guidance of medical officers of health 
with regard to the inspection and seizure of the meat 
of tuberculous cattle, and whether, in spite of these 
instructions, it is desirable that a medical officer of 
health should exercise his own judgment and opinion 
as to when, if at all, the flesh of tuberculous cattle is 
fit for human food.”—Public Health. 


THE LAW ON TUBERCULOUS CATTLE. 


According to the law, at least as.interpreted by meat in- 
spectors, a butcher in possession of tuberculous meat is a 
criminal liable to fine, imprisonment, and the confisca- 
tion of his property. Medical Officers of Health, aided 
and abetted by Corporations, have again and again en- 
forced the most severe penalties upon traders, under cir- 
cumstances which subsequently were shown to be wholly 
at variance with the findings of the Royal Commission 
on Tuberculosis, or the later recommendations of the 
Local Government Board. We have frequently pointed 
out that veterinarians invariably advised farmers when 
they had animals “not doing well” to fatten them off 
and sell them to the butcher, a practice, the morality of 
which, to put it mildly, is very doubtful. Apparently 
Medical Officers of Health are now adopting the same 
method, for, at the last meeting of the Northwich Rural 
Council, a letter was quoted by Dr. Niven, of Manchester, 
in which he advised the owner of a tuberculous cow to 
have it fed for slaughter. The discussion which followed 
on this extraordinary statement, and the subsequent 
decision of the Council to ask the Medical Officer of 
Health for the county of Cheshire if he thought it right 
to advocate the fattening up of diseased cattle and put- 
ting them on the market for sale, will publicly open upa 
matter of the greatest importance to meat traders, and 
once more draw attention to the exceedingly anomalous 
state of the law, which admits of a responsible Govern- 
ment official authorising one man to knowingly dispose 
of diseased cattle, while the same official can prosecute 
another man for being in possession of the carcases of 
the same animals, and who acquired them in bond Sides 
in the ordinary course of business. We understand the 
case here referred to has been brought under the notice 
of the Federation, and will, no doubt, be very closely 


investigated in the interests of the t an f 
Journal. rade. M eat Trades 


Personal. 


At the Midsummer Quarter Sessions of the Peace 
the County of Berks, held at the Assize Cuesta, ae 
Mr. James F. Simpson, of Maidenhead, took’ the oath 
and qualified as a Justice for the County. 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


The Duke of Cambridge presided on Wednesday last 


at the annual meeting of the Royal Veterinary College, 


of which he is president. There were also present the 
Earl of Ancaster, Lord Calthorpe, General Sir Henry 


Ewart, Professor Sir G. T. Brown, Lieut.-General Sir 


Frederick FitzWygram, M.P., Colonel Sir Nigel Kings- 


cote, Veterinary-Col. J. D. Lambert, Mr. A. Brassey, M.P.,. 


Prof. E. M. Crookshank, Mr. Richard B. Berins, Mr. H. 
Swithinbank, Mr. Romer Williams, and Mr. Richard A. 


N. Powys, the secretary. 
The 25th annual report stated that during the finan- 


cial year 1899-1900, 59 students had entered the College, 


as against 66 during the previous year. At the exami- 
nations held by the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons in July last 73 per cent. of the students who pre- 
sented themselves proved successful, while at those held 
in December 66 per cent. passed. Of the 226 students of 
the college who presented themselves for examination 
during the year 70 per cent. passed, while of the 244 
students who presented themselves for the same exami- 
nation from the other veterinary colleges 66 per cent. 
passed. During the year 43 students obtained the 
diploma of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 32 
students succeeded in passing the first professional, 43. 
the second, and 40 the third. In the research depart- 
ment complete or partial post-mortem examinations in 
355 cases of disease had been made for members of the 
Royal Agricultural Society and for veterinary surgeons. 
The gratuitous supply of mallein to veterinary surgeons 
in private practice had been continued, and the manu- 
facture of tuberculin was begun in the early part of last 
year with a view of supplying the requirements of quali- 
fied members of the veterinary profession. 

Sir Nigel Kingscote, chairman of the governors, said 
that two investigations were going on in the college, one 
with regard to the reliability of tuberculin as a test for 
tuberculosis, towards which the Royal Agricultural 
Society had made a grant of £400; and the other into 
the cause of African “horse-sickness,” towards which the 
War Office had given £200. 

On the motion of Sir Nigel Kingscote, Lord Egerton 
of Tatton was elected a vice-president in place of the 
late Duke of Westminster, and Lord Moreton and Mr. 
W. F. D. Smith were appointed governors. Replying to 
a vote of thanks, the Duke of Cambridge said that he 
was old and somewhat infirm, but would continue to do: 
all he could for the service of the College.—The Times 


A DOG’S ESCAPADE. 


Mrs. Ada Louisa Parker, 447 Fulham Road, London, 
sued Mr: E. L. Dixson, veterinary surgeon, Margate, to 
recover £23 10s., £20 the value of a prize pug left in the 
care of the defendant and allowed by him to escape, a0 
£3 10s. for expenses incurred in tracing and recovering 
the dog. 

Mr. Harold Brandon, barrister, was for the plaintiff, 
whose case was that she showed the dog in the Margate 
Dog Show, in August, 1899, at which the dog took two 
prizes. After the show she took the dog to Mr. Dixsons 
Veterinary Infirmary, but it escaped, and when recove 
had sustained considerable damage. J 

Evidence in support of the case was given by plaintiff, 
who admitted that the claim of £3 10s. would have to be 
reduced by £2, the amount of the reward paid by Mr. 
Dixson. Expert evidence was given by Mr. Edward 
Harry Scott and Mr. Harper Roberts, canine experts, 
who put the damage to the dog at the amount stated, 
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The damage was assumed to have arisen from the 
bitch having been lined by a mongrel and thus rendered 
incapable of again breeding true when put to a pure bred 


P The defence raised by Mr. Leonard Hill was that all 
due care was taken of the dog, and that it was put intoa 
proper cage, which was secured, as was thought, safely, 
that Mrs. Parker herself thought it safe, and that the 
alleged damage sustained by the dog was over-rated and 
the value put upon the dog excessive. 

Defendant was examined, and said he had had some 


thousands of dogs passed through his hands during the 


past 21 years he had been in practice as a veterinary 
surgeon. The cages referred to were fastened by an 


ordinary button, as were all the other cages. There was 


accommodation for 12 dogs on the upper story and 12 
benches below. In his opinion the accommodation 
could not be better, and he had never had a dog escape 
before. He arranged with Mrs. Parker to receive the 


dog, and, the next morning at 6.30, his man telephoned 


to him that the door of the cage had been found open 


and the dog had escaped. He at once started enquiries 


for the animal’s recovery, and about mid-day heard that 
the dog had been recovered at Broadstairs. He did not 
pay the full £2 reward but satisfied the police, and he 

ad the dog brought back to him for another week. His 
only explanation was that the dog must have worried 
at the door until the button became unfastened. 

Cross-examined : He considered that the demand was 
a most extravagant and extortionate one. He contended 
there was no negligence on his part. He admitted that 
it was possible to so fasten a cage door that a nine 
months’ old puppy could not escape. On the second 
occasion Mrs. Parker did something to the gate, but that 
was an altogether unnecessary precaution. Ihe dog did 
not escape a second time. 

Re-examined : He had 265 dogs in the infirmary last 
year, and that was the average for 21 years. In his 
opinion it was the violent scratching and oscillation 
of the cage that caused the button to become un- 
fastened. 

By the Judge : The infirmary was practically open to 
the yard, if the door was open. The yard gates were 
shut, but they were slightly defective, and the dog 
a a hole under big enough tv allow it to get 
out. 

John Pepper, now a gunner in the 112th Battery, 
R.F.A., formerly in the employ of Mr. Dixson, said the 
cage was chosen by Mrs. Parker herself, the button was 
properly fastened, and he did not go near the cage at all 
after that. The next morning he found the cage open, 
and immediately telephoned to Mr. Dixson that the dog 
had broken out of the cage. 

Mr. A. J. Sewell, M.R.C.V.S., and veterinary surgeon 
to the Queen (for dogs) and to the Kennel Club, gave 
expert evidence, and denied that the dog had sustained 
any damage. He estimated the value of the dog at not 
more than £3 or £4, as pugs were so common that unless 
specially good they were of no value. 

In cross-examination he said all his cages in London 
were fastened with buttons, and he thought that was 
ample precaution. He had never had a dog escape. 

. “xpert evidence was also given by Mr. William Hunt- 
ing, F.R.C.V.S. 

is Honour said there were two questions to decide, 
the first was whether there was elite on the part 
of the defendant. and if so, the measure of the damage. 
He held that there had been negligence, but he said as 
to the damages it was very hard to assess them, as fancy 
prices were based on the breeding, and so on. After a 
engthy summing up, his Honour gave judgment for 


a 10s. and costs.—Keble’s Margate and Ramsgate 
azette, ' 


TELEGONY AND HEREDITY. 


To the Editor of The Live Stock Journal. 


Sir,—In common with many physiologists I have been 
much interested in Professor Cossar Ewart’s experiments 
on telegony and heredity, which are so often confounded 
together by breeders, although they are perfectly and 
utterly distinct. The confusion is unfortunate, as it 
must affect the scientific consideration and practice of 
breeding. It was, therefore, with considerable concern 
that I saw an extraordinary statement in the last num- 
ber of The Live Stock Journal in the first paragraph 
under the head of “Scraps,” in which Dr. Waddell’s 
extremely interesting account of the occurrence of striped 
ponies in Thibet is quoted. I need hardly state that the 
occurrence of these zebra-like markings in the horse has, 
as Surgeon Waddell states, been regarded by naturalists 
as indicating the descent of the horse from a striped 
ancestor to which these striped animals recur in certain 
breeds. Striped ponies, as we know, are common in 
Norway, and Mr. Wilfrid Blunt lent Professor Ewart a 
striped Arab that could by no possibility have had any 
zebra parentage, and this statement of Surgeon Wad- 
dell’s is still more important as proving the existence of 
striped horses in a country where no striped zebra is 
known. ‘This is one of the most remarkable examples of 
heredity or throwing back to previous ancestors with 
which we are acquainted, but by some strange mistake 
in the a gn it is called “a beautiful and convincing 
example of telegony,” with which it has no relation 
whatever. The term telegony is employed to signify the 
influence of a first or previous sire. This is very gener- 
ally believed in by breeders, and in fact a man who dis- 
believes it is generally regarded by them as but a short 
remove from an idiot. However, the whole of the ex- 
periments of Professor Cossar Ewart, and the experi- 
ments that J myself have ever conducted (and I did some 
scores when I had the privilege of working with Dar- 
win), go to show that this belief is without any due foun- 
dation. 1 write this, therefore, to ask you to allow me 
to correct the statement made in the “Scrap.” The 
striped ponies of Thibet are not examples of telegony, 
but examples of heredity. Throwing back to a previous 
ancestor, however remote, is a totally different thing 
from the mother producing second offspring that are in- 
fluenced by the sire of her first progeny. This, which is 
believed in by the majority of breeders, has never been 
proved by carefully conducted scientific experiments, 
and so far asa negative can be proved, has been shown 
to be a fallacy by Dr. Cossar Ewart’s elaborate series of 
careful observations. 

W. B. TeGETMEIER. 


[We are obliged for Mr. Tegetmeier’s note, so clearly 
pointing out the well-known distinction between here- 
dity or atavism and telegony, which the contributor of 
the “Scrap” last week evidently for the moment over- 
looked.—Ep. Z.S../.] 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS, 

The returns for Great Britain, for the first half of the 
year, under the Diseases of Animals Acts are—in so far 
as they relate to swine fever, anthrax, glanders, and 
foot-and-mouth disease—-summarized in the following 
table. There has been no case of rabies this year and 
no outbreak of pleuro-pneumonia since the beginning 
of 1898. It will be seen that the outbreaks of swine 
fever, though reaching the unpleasantly large total of 
1,174, compare favourably with the corresponding totals 
in the four preceding years. The disease was, however, 
more prevalent at the close of the half-yearthan at the 
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beginning, the three largest weekly totals of outbreaks 
68, 76, and 69, having occurred in the last three weeks. 
Moreover, in the first three months of the year the out- 
breaks numbered only 438, as against 736 in the second 
three months. The 304 outbreaks of anthrax represent 
a total rather in excess of the average; the largest 
weekly total was 22 in the first week of April, the 
smallest was five in the second week of January. 
Glanders is increasingly prevalent, the 549 outbreaks for 
the half-year being much above the average and nearly 
200 more than in the first 26 weeks of 1899. After being 
unrecorded in this island since 1894 foot-and-month 
disease reappeared in February, and nine outbreaks were 
reported in the East of England, the last being in the 
week ended May 19. They comprised six outbreaks in 
Norfolk, and one each in Bedford, Hertford, and Suf- 
folk. The subjoined figures relate to Great Britain :— 


Foot-and- 
Swine Fever Anthrax. Glands. mouth, 
1900. Out- Swine Out- Out- Out- 
Week ended. breaks. Slaught’d breaks, breaks. breaks 
Jan. 6 36 312 6 18 — 
13 34 593 5 14 _— 
20 26 280 11 23 —_— 
27 46 531 8 15 —_ 
Feb. 3 33 379 8 27 2 
10 43 362 14 20 3 
7 30 327 16 19 1 
24 39 421 15 27 1 
March 3 31 307 8 13 oo 
10 26 356. 15 22 _ 
7 28 421 10 23 a 
24 28 247 ll 15 — 
31 38 444 ll 22 _ 
April 7 45 308 22 
14 30 666 7 19 — 
21 50 620 10 31 _ 
28 54 530 20 32 1 
May 5 58 457 11 18 — 
i2 51 582 15 34 -— 
19 68 533 12 16 1 
26 60 573 14 24 _ 
June 2 62 866 16 26 — 
9 45 417 12 13 -~ 
16 68 603 11 14 _- 
23 76 677 10 17 — 
BO 69 768 6 os — 
Total 26 
weeks 1174 12,580 304 549 9 
Ist half-year 
1899 1511 18,876 288 351 — 
1898 1457 26,818 325 392 a 
1897 1485 26,675 238 426 — 
1896 3247 «44,451 (262 
The Times. 


PRESENTATION TO PROF. HOBDAY. 


_At the Royal Veterinary College, Camden Town, 
N.W., a general meeting of students was held to present 
Professor Hobday a parting memento as a mark of re- 
spect and esteem from the students, on the occasion of 
his the private practice, The 
presentation consisted of a handsome B imepi 
ronze Timepiece 

r. Tyler (chairman) spoke of the warm affectio 
respect which all the students had for Professor Hobdaw 
= _ ope } ins he always took to instruct the stu. 

ents, and of the great regret with whi 
hs re cra gre which they learned of 

ofessor Hobday, who was received with che i 

. . e 
it was impossible to express in words what he py ~ 
say. He found it very ard to part from the College 
and the present was the happiest moment of a rather sad 


day for him. He had been told the change would be | - 


better for himself from a worldly point of view, but he 


would always look on the past seven years of College 


work as the best time of his life. He thanked all sin- 
cerely for their great kindness, and hoped all the stu- 
dents in the future would still extend the friendship of 


their student days, and that he would be pleased to see 


thei at any time to chat old times over. 

The meeting closed with a hearty vote of thanks to the 
Chairman and committee (Messrs. Dixon, Tyler, Howard 
Jones, Payne, Gibbs, and Penhale). 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


yang Nock left Cape Town for England in the Nubia 
on July 4. 

C.V.S. Moberley left Cape Town on July 7th in the 
“ Aurania” for England. 

C.V.S F.A.S. Moore left the Albert Docks for the 
Cape in the Ulstermore on July 12. 

.V.S. S. G Chellew left Southampton in the “ Cus- 

todian ” on July 18 for South Africa. 


Vet.-Lieut. Fenner, Imperial Yeomanry, died of pneu- 
monia at Vrede, Orange River Colony. 


C.V.S. Balfour arrived Port Elizabeth, ordered to Bloem- 
fontein. June 10. 

C.V.S. Franklin (arrived E. London), Harvey, Knight, 
Barras, ordered to Bloemfontein. 

C.V.S. Wardrope and Stewart to Natal. 


June 17. 


OBITUARY. 
E. A Lowpett Fenner, M.R.C.V.S., Shoreham, Sussex. 
Graduated, Lond., July, 1898. 


Lieut. Fenner’s death from. pneumonia, is reported 
from Vrede, Orange River ; date not stated. He left 
England with the 13th (Col. Spragg’s) Company, Im- 
perial Yeomanry. 


LANCASHIRE V.MA. 
Variola, Vaccinia, and the Preparation of Vaccine 
Lymph. 
ir, 


In your issue of the 14th inst., on the above subject, | 
am reported to have said—early vaccination did not 
prevent a person having smallpox later in life.” 

This sentence might convey the impression that I look 
upon early vaccination as ineffective and useless. May 
I correct this ? 

In the discussion which followed the reading of Mr. 
Wolstenholme’s paper I stated that early vaccination did 
not give absolute surety against a person so treated co"- 
tracting the diseasein amild or “discreet ” form at afuture 
period in life, although the proportion of such small-pot 
cases was very small; and that virulent or “ confluent 4 
small-pox in persons who had been vaccinated in infancy 
was comparatively rare, and deaths from the disease 
reduced almost toa minimum. : 

My contention is that all persons should be revaccl 
nated later in life, during their youth, as revaccine 
tion is believed to give absolute immunity from small- 
pox, even of the “ discreet” form ; no case being know, 
so far as I am aware, of a revaccinated person having 
contracted the disease.—Yours faithfully, 

Mark L. Sykes, F.R.MS. 


Manchester. 
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